
The ARISS Principia Mission
Lessons learnt from the 

UK Operations Team



A quick recap !

• Appointed in December 2013 as RSGB 
Representative to ARISS

• Given two tasks :

– Organise contacts with Sarah Brightman

– Organise contacts with Tim Peake

• Left to my own devices…….



The UK Space Agency

• The UK Space Agency leads the UK civil space programme 
• Policy advice to Ministers 
• Regulation 
• Investment (~£370M p.a.) 
• ~70 staff 

• Core goal shared by industry and government: 
• Grow the UK space sector to take 10% of the world market by 2030 

(est. £40B) 

• Our goals are achieved via local, national, European and 
international partnerships 



UK Space Agency Education, 
Outreach and Skills : The Aims

• Address the skills needs of 
the UK space industry

• Improve the provision of 
advice on space-related 
careers

• Use space as an inspiring 
context for learning across 
all age groups

• Improve awareness of and 
engagement with the UK’s 
space programme



UK Space Agency 
Principia Projects

• Outreach to general public

– Especially disengaged, disadvantaged, families/parents

• Formal education

– Especially primary

• Students considering career in STEM or space

– Emphasise wide range of careers involved

A national celebration for everyone in the UK to engage with if they wish, 

inspiring greater interest and understanding of STEM in general and UK space 

matters in particular





ARISS – In the UK

• From 2000/1 until 2015, UK ARISS contacts were managed 
and run by a very small handful of volunteer radio 
amateurs

• In that time, 19 contacts with UK schools conducted 
successfully

• Finally made substantive contact with UKSA in late 2014

• UKSA educational outreach programme already 
established



How could ARISS do?

• Challenge was to not develop new outreach 
proposals, but to integrate the uniqueness of ARISS 
within 

– the UKSA/ESA Tim Peake Mission 

– UK Education Syllabus

• WITHOUT being a separate, standalone, 
unconnected activity





That’s easy, right?

• Wrong!

• Don’t underestimate the power of politics to ruin 
your day! 

• Communications via Social Media can bite you!



School Selection

• Selection not just by ARISS

• UKSA, ESA and ESERO/National STEM Centre all involved 
in assessing the shortlisted schools

• Wide variation in submissions

• Shortlisted schools were the ones who really thought 
hard about what they wanted to achieve and how they 
would inspire their students



The Result?

ARISS (UK) supported ten 
schools across the UK:

• St Albans: 8 Jan
• Rickmansworth: 13 Feb
• Brightstowe: 19 Feb: 
• Norwich: 26 Feb: 
• Powys, Wales: 5 Mar
• Bexhill on Sea: 18 Apr
• Broadstairs: 23 Apr
• Bury: 25 Apr
• Otley: 5 May
• Ottery St Mary: 9 May
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Sandringham School
St Albans



RMS for Girls –
Rickmansworth



Oasis Academy Brightstowe
Bristol



City of Norwich Schools



Powys Combined 
Secondary Schools



St Richard’s Catholic College, 
Bexhill on Sea



Wellesley House, 
Broadstairs



The Derby High School, Bury



Ashfield Primary, Otley



The Kings School, 
Ottery St. Mary



How did we do?


