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PAYERNE 
SPACE DAYS  

Children in Class with Swiss Astronaut Claude Nicollier 

School Children from municipalities around the 
Swiss Air Force Base Payerne (Switzerland) 
celebrating the World Space Week  

Each year, as part of the "World Space Weekó, the Radio Amateur 
Club of the Swiss Air Force Museum "Clin d'Ailes" in Payerne organ-
izes a òPayerne Space Dayó with students from elementary schools 
around Payerne (Switzerland).  It is the goal of this club to interest 
young people as well as a wider public in radio technology, tech-
nology and science in general. This document shows pictures of vari-
ous "Payerne Space Days" from 2007 to 2009, with a brief com-
ment to the understanding of the event.  

Provided by « HB4FR 
òClin dõAilesó Swiss Air 
Force Museum HAM 
Radio Club » 
April 9th,  2010 

CHILDREN IN ăSPACE FEVERò 
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Payerne Space Days 
CHILDREN IN ăSPACE FEVERò 

U nder the patronage of the ç HB4FR òClin dõAilesó Swiss Air Force Museum HAM Radio Club », the teachers of the Primary Schools of Morens, Grandcour and Cugy (Cantons 
of Fribourg and Vaud, western part of Switzerland) treated with their pupils of the 4th to 
6th primary classes the space-activities and the space in general. The various events took 
place in the context of the annual òWorld Space Weekó in the years 2007 (Morens), 2008 
(Grandcour) and 2009 (Cugy), with approximately 180 children participating in total. The 
òWorld Space Weekó is to celebrate each year at the international level the contributions 
of  space science and technology to the betterment of the human condition. It was declared 

by the United Nations in 2009. 

T he main objective was to interest this young people in technology and science in gen-
eral. They worked in groups on different interesting topics and presented then the re-

sults during a Saturday afternoon to the public at the Swiss Air Force Museum òClin dõAilesó 

in Payerne. 

T he World Space Week program of this schools started usually in September, in accor-
dance with the School program, and ended on a Saturday between the 4th and 10th of 

October. The same day, radio contacts between the ç HB4FR òClin dõAilesó Swiss Air Force 
Museum HAM Radio Club » and French-speaking schools respectively radio amateurs in 
Senegal and the United Arab Emirates were established to exchange questions and an-
swers as well as the digitized pictures the pupils made about space research and space 

travel. 

O ne of the highlights of this òPayerne Space Weeksó was always the attendance of Swiss Astronaut Claude Nicollier. The pupils had the honor having Claude in their 
Classroom during a whole afternoon. Claude 
spoke about his space activities, space tech-
nologies, the present and the future space ac-
tivities and answered patiently all questions 
asked by the highly interested pupils. During 
the òPayerne Space Dayó activities in the mu-
seum, Claude Nicollier visited and commented 

the work of all groups of pupils. 

A ll schoolchildren were highly delighted and 
did an impressive job, as the following pic-

tures show quite well. 
The picture shows Swiss Astronaut Claude Nicollier answer-
ing the question of a little school-boy during his ăSpace 
Lessonò with the children 


